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counter-charged. Cromwell's command was giving way, when
his Scottish reserve joined in, after which Rupert's right wing of
horse was first pushed back and then scattered. Everywhere else
the Royalist forces had had it their own way and were moving
forward against a defeated enemy. At that moment, towards
the last of the daylight, the genius of J^romweU as a cavalry
leader appeared. He used, not for the fu^FSneTiuTon a large
scale, his principle of the "interrupted and converted^cWg* »»
Instead of pursuing the broken forces in front of him, he wheeled
round to the right, against the exposed and undefended flank
of the Royalist infantry, hitherto victorious, and rolled them up
before they could change front and defend themselves. By dusk
the thing was over. The Royalists had lost all their guns and
baggage, great numbers of prisoners, a much larger number of
wounded, and no less than 3000—one man in six—killed,
Marston Moor was thus a decisive victory. It made Cromwell
by far the most famous figure on the side of the Rebellion, and
guaranteed his competence to continue it with success. The
whole of the North was lost at one blow to the Royalist cause,
both as a recruiting field and as a source of revenue. This
Tuesday, July 2, 1644, was the true turning-point of the war,
after which the issue was no longer doubtful.
The Mopping Up. Immediately after Marston Moor
Charles got a success in the extreme south-west above Fowev
harbour, which proved of little profit, but unduly raise*! men's
spirits on the Royalist side. The absurd Essex, with about
10,000 men, had got himself surrounded by a superior Royalist
force, with the King in person commanding. He himself
escaped by boat to Plymouth. His unfortunate infantry sur-
rendered, but the bulk of his horse, 2000 sabres, got away in the
darkness. This success of the King's was called after the little
town of LostwithieL near Fowey harbour, in Cornwall. Charfcs
was compelled to release his prisoners from lack of provisions
for feeding them.
The effect of Essex's failure was considerable, in that it per-
suaded the leaders of the Rebellion to overhaul their whole
military system. There was produced for the Rebellion in the late
winter and the spring of the next year, 1645, a permanent, well-
disciplined, and properly organized force, such as neither side
had yet possessed, known as the New Model. It was on paper
to be of 22,000 men, exactly ordered inTequal units by regiments

